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| have to tell you a story about when | was sixrgedd. It was right before Halloween and my pasdrad
taken my brother and me to Toys R Us to buy cossuifie someone my size, the costume aisle seemed to
go on into eternity. My brother and | proceedetbtik through the costumes. We tried on a few dafifeer
things. Eventually my brother, who is a couple e&ss older than me, found his. It was a skeletdn su
complete with black fabric and glow-in-the-dark benlt took me a little longer to find the one tiats

right for me. But then | saw it. Yes, that had ®ith | was so pleased to find it. My parents bsithiled

when | ran over to show them the one | wantedekgntly seen the movie "Peter Pan," and so that
Halloween, | wanted to be Tinker Bell.

My parents were careful to ask us both if we weire sve had the one we wanted. | knew | was surgligBe
the open-minded Unitarians that they were, my garkgured, if their little boy wanted to be TinkBell,
then so be it.

When we got home | tried it on. The gown was angafrilly material. There were wings, a plasticska
and my favorite part was the magic wand. | couldilyavait for Halloween.

Now, | don't remember any specific comments or gepees, but | know there must have been somengasi
once | got out in public, because | remember atespaint that Halloween, | started to feel smalieban to
feel ashamed of myself. What | do remember is logkiver at my brother in his skeleton costume and
noticing that he looked strong and scary and centidand | felt awkward. I'd wished I'd picked #etent
costume. | was no longer proud of mine. That exgmee taught me, at a very young age, to be caaatll
check things out for social acceptability beforendaanything that might make other people laugmat

| tell this story because | want to suggest that, yoo, have a Tinker Bell story. It may have nothio do
with gender or physical appearance, but | bet thassbeen a time when you were made to feel swiadin
you were belittled, a time when you felt less tbaautiful, less than a miracle.

| remembered this story a few weeks ago when | cammef the Sunday service and a few mothers asiesd
if I'd heard what my three-year-old son Elias hedrbup to. | found out that when he arrived at &ynd
school he immediately put on a pink leotard witra#tached tutu and a bright red hat, and he stddading
and spinning around the room. It turns out somé@mppened to capture it on video, so | got to wdtch
What | remember most about the video is the snmilbis face. He was as happy as a human being could
possibly be. He was free and uninhibited and fujbg. Nobody made him feel bad. If anything, trggve
him a lot of positive attention. So, what happenag that we go from being these non-judgmental,
uninhibited little blessings from God, into becomiearful, judging, critical people?

I've been particularly interested in the genderstjoa, because this weekend our church hosted a
transgender conference. Without going into a laleffnitions, transgender generally refers to peaygho
do not fit into our culturally established genderms.

In our culture we typically think in terms of madad female as if they are mutually exclusive categand
we don't have a lot of tolerance or understandimgeader forms or definitions that do not fit thigo-party
system. Nevertheless, statistics show that somewsetwveen .01 % and 1% of births result in a chiid
either has ambiguous gender or both genders. Timefte this is intersex (it used to be called
hermaphrodite). If we take the most conservativienase of .01% that's one in every ten thousanith$ir
Well, there are over seven billion people on eaxtiich means that there are a lot of people who
biologically do not fit into the male/female cateigs that our culture defines.



Unfortunately, when such a baby is born in thisntouit is usually considered an emergency. Often t
doctors will assign a gender by doing a quick ofp@naand sometimes with hormone therapy as well.
Sometimes the parents are never told. Sometimgsatieats know, but they are too ashamed to tethaay
else, including their own child. It is not uncommibiat at the time of puberty, such a child's bodighmn
begin developing in ways that are inconsistent withgender they have been assigned.

Intersex persons, along with people who dressathelg inconsistent with our culture's gender ngramsl
people who choose to live their lives expressimythender in ways that are inconsistent with what
considered "normal,” whether they do so througlgesty, hormone therapy or dress, are typically dalle
transgender. You can think of them as people wdrastrend cultural gender norms.

I learned a lot about transgender history througloaderful book by Leslie Feinberg titled Transgend
Warriors: Making History from Joan of Arc to Denm®dman. In the book, | found out that transgender
people have been around at least since the begiohiecorded history. In many cultures, includingny
of the Native American cultures in our land, tragrsger people were not only accepted, they werejrand
some cases still are, revered. A look at Native Acae history shows that Indians who looked, dréssel
in some cases even underwent surgery to altergbeenler often were considered sacred or holy. Werg
often medicine people, shamans, and tribal leadeday they are most often called two-spirit people

The stories of European encounters with transgematére peoples is brutal, and includes mass murger
beating, sword, and in the case of one Catholigjaistador named Vasco Nunez, forty transgendeppsrs
were fed to his dogs alive. In European historg,libst-known transgender person is Joan of Aredn t
fifteenth century. At the age of seventeen, shes#r@ in men's clothing and led the French peopde in
number of decisive victories over their British tag. Her masterful leadership and genius as damyili
strategist has become the basis of many bookss plag films.

Two years later she was burned alive at the stdiike wstill refusing to dress in women's clothingtiéle 111
of her Accusation by the Catholic Church said, "gnanher presence adore her as a saint... even feye t
declared her the greatest of all saints after tingitvMary..."

In her book, Feinberg tells the stories of manyebthcredible transgender persons throughout lyistor
turns out that despite the church's public stageénat cross-dressers and other transgender pdopte,are
actually twenty-five saints who are said to be $gender. Most of them were women who dressed lide m
and who wore beards. The book also documents tbe obtransgender persons in cultures around trelw
from every country in Asia through Africa. In maphaces transgender people have sacred and horodesd r
in society.

But here in our country, transgender people coatlpdace physical violence, verbal abuse and lsanast,
often rejection by their families and by their Fsdommunities. They even have to endure misundetistg

and refusal of care by health care workers. Fembeites: "l remember late one night in December my
lover and | arrived at a hospital emergency roomndua snowstorm. My fever was 104 degrees andgisi
My blood pressure was pounding dangerously highhe .doctor in charge began physically examining me.
When he determined that my anatomy was femaldabbdd me a mean-spirited smirk. ...He told me to get
dressed and then he stormed out of the room. ...®b@dreturned after | was dressed. He orderedome t
leave the hospital and never return.”

So, why am | telling you all this? Because | knolwoayou are. You are doctors, lawyers, judges, ipi@its,
heads of universities, and hospitals. You are erbtiards of universities and hospitals, you arenerstand
fathers, and grandparents, Sunday School teadwsol counselors, police officers, therapistssesy
social workers, business owners, voters, churchlmeesn| can't guarantee that you can save anybsayls
(except your own), but | know that you have the pot save some people's lives.



The suicide rate among transgender people is batieey and seventy percent. | visited a websist taght
that lists the names and stories of hundreds ngg@nder people who have been murdered or lefetbyd
health care workers in the past few years.

Some of you may remember Stevie. She was a youthgndw up in this church. On Youth Sunday a few
years ago, she shared with us her journey as ageewho was lesbian and transgender. It saysaa deal
about this congregation that she felt safe enoagiand up before four-hundred-plus members ahtdel
story. And this congregation erupted in rousinglapge and there wasn't a dry eye in the hous@k titan
say with confidence that All Souls is the only attum Tulsa that is talking about this subject dpemd
honestly this morning.

You may not be very comfortable with the topic. Thiakay, one of our transgender panelists saidttha
took her forty years to become comfortable withidentity and she doesn't expect people to justigha
overnight. It is a confusing, sometimes uncomfdeabpic. It is certainly controversial. | commetids
congregation for making room for the conference téekend. | appreciate your willingness to lisipenly
to what | have to say on the subject.

| believe we have a responsibility to serve alaid's children. | think most of us like to thinkattwe would
have been among the saints of the world who, dwglanery, would have harbored runaway slaves in the
Underground Railroad. | think most of us like tinthwe would have been among the righteous Gentiles
the saints who hid Jews like Anne Frank and so no&ingrs in their houses during WWIL. | even thihktt
most of us would like to think that we would haweeh among the saints in Tulsa who harbored blacks i
their homes during the terrible race riot of 1921.

If | showed up at your home or church, at six yeddsin a Tinker Bell costume or a pink tutu, howuwid
you treat me? If | showed up in women's clothegat home tonight, would you harbor me? If you were
being berated and abused, would | harbor you? et your conscience say? What would God ask of
you? When we sing our final hymn "For All the Salniet us sing it for ALL the saints, the CathdBaints
who were women with beards, the saints who harbaneldstill harbor those who are persecuted, thessai
in our midst.

| honor transgender people, the ones who are gisibtl the ones who are invisible in our lives. they
have the courage to be who they are despite treeqgoences. If they can truly be themselves withbatne
or fear, then there is hope that the rest of us@anlf they can live their dream in the face ofrsuch
resistance and hardship, maybe some of the rest odin find the courage to live our dreams tobwis
Tinker Bell, | could wave my wand and it would kg but I'm not, so it's up to you!

Amen



