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First Reading Romans 12:12-21

Let hope keep you joyful; in trouble stand finpersist in prayer; contribute to the needs of '&pdople,
and practice hospitality. Call down blessings oanyjmersecutors — blessings, not curses. Rejoidetivitse
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in agrent with one another. Do not be proud, but beéyrea
to mix with humble people. Do not keep thinking hewge you are.

Never pay back evil for evil. Let your aimsdaech as all count honorable. If possible, so fat kess with
you, live at peace with all. May dear friends, ad seek revenge, but leave a place for divinelnetion; for
there is a text which reads, ‘Vengeance is mings fze Lord, | will repay.' But there is anothexttélf your
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, giventa drink; by doing this you will heap live coals his
head.' Do not let evil conquer you, but use goocbtaquer evil.

Second Reading by Marion Winick, writer in Pennayiia, (read on NPR this week).

How does this sound: Mothers against symbolidvtathers against religion and ideology...and finally,
mothers against indiscriminate revenge. Mothersrsg symbolism is dedicated to the proposition tha
World Trade Center was a building not a symbol ofekican power or riches or world domination. It v@as
big building full of people. So for that matter wiage pentagon...if the terrorists wanted to des&raymbol
they should have gone for the Statue of Libertynight. They could have paint-balled the Washingto
monument. But even if they destroyed those symibelg could not have destroyed the ideas they stand

What can be destroyed are buildings and pempdethat's what they have done. By this act therists
have destroyed what is most sacred to me. Thainsh life. To me any ideology or religious belieat
makes something more important than human lif@étssacred. And I'm against it.

If the belief in an afterlife makes people moreined to kill and die | am against that too.tAé college
were | teach, people are walking around with redsegnd broken hearts asking each other, “did ysel lo
someone?” For so many of us the answer is no,dsitAs members of what turns out to be an American
family we are wondering: “who's going to read tleeltime stories, who's going to kiss the boo boesne
who's going to walk the dog... not to mention wigoshg to explain all of this?”

This is why people are waiting for hours togghlood. Why former New Yorkers like myself keeplfieg
we need to go home and help clean up. Why almosteaan think without tears of the children of New
York and Washington DC...of the husbands and wofeke flight crews... the passengers with the cell
phones in their hands.

| beg our president, please for God's sake't #finanymore innocent people. Don't attemptebave our
suffering by spreading it...Don't make our freedbm equivalent of whatever those conspirators betien.

Families in Kabul are no more guilty of thisnee than...families here in Glenrock, PennsylvaAied we
are all part of a bigger family a world family. d ehot mean this in a symbolic way.

| stood before you in this pulpit exactly one wegjo and said: “This current generation of Amerileaers
(referring to people in their 20's, 30's, 40's 88®) have been largely untouched by war.” Witksslthan
48 hours of that statement, the whole world begdodk different. This morning | stand before yaegly
saddened by what has taken place and deeply tobbiglevhat might come next.



| received a call from the religion editor at thel§a World this week (you may have seen the artinl¢he
front page of today's paper): He wanted to know htdvought the events on the east coast were going
effect religion, churches, synagogues and mosauAsierica. | told him | thought they'd all be ftitlis
weekend as people gathered to pray and to lodketalergy for a religious perspective. | told himattwe've
all been saturated with the perspectives of paitis, the media and military leaders — and martjiern
have been talking about good and evil in very sistiplterms. That's what we're used to in this fabbite”
culture. This weekend, however, it's crucial tiedigious leaders clarify what these terms meantawd
they apply to the current situation.

In the book of Romans 12:9 it says: “Abhor that ethis evil; cleave to that which is good.” It's il and
straight forward...The truth of that statementakear it's self-evident. It transcends religidifferences
and arguments about translations and the sounavelation. “Abhor what is evil; cleave to that whiis
good.”

What's not so simple is determining what is evd arhat is good. Cicero said: “The inability to tgdod
from evil is the greatest worry of man's life.” Neome might say, “well Cicero didn't have the New
Testament to refer to and that's why he found difecult to decipher good from evil.”

But, Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson have the Nestdment and are claiming that what happened this
week is the fault of the Federal Courts, gays astians, feminists, the pro-choice movement andpgro
like the ACLU. They're telling their followers th#te American people have brought this on themsdiye
allowing these evils to flourish in our land. Anal, $hey claim God has stopped protecting us. Sudhivke
and discriminatory comments insult common decemcyiasult even God!

Obviously then, having the benefit of the New Tesat is not enough to help us distinguish betwexg
and evil. So, what was the evil that plowed its wag our country and our consciousness this wétky
we answer this question may be one of the mosopmaf moral judgments we make as a nation in our
lifetimes.

The most apparent evil, the one that no reasonesson would argue with is the killing of innocem=tople.
Some are saying it was an attack on civilizatiselft or on freedom itself or on the American wéyife —
each of these claims is questionable. The reai®thiat there are spouses that woke up Tuesdayingor
and shared conversation over breakfastand thergeaitbye, not knowing that they would never sear he
or touch the person they love ever again. Therelgtdren - lots of children, who don't understaviay

their father or mother will never kiss their heaml auck them into bed again, will never attendrthecital,
their graduation, their wedding...There are corat@vas never finished, sentiments never expressesa
many opportunities lost... Taking those lives awag evil.

Now, we must imagine that the terrorists in thisecavere so convinced that what they were doing was
rooting out evil in the world. They were so sur@attthe evil being spread by America throughout the
world, that they were willing to kill innocent pelegn order to stop it. They were even willing teeytheir
own lives.

Keep in mind that many things get called evil ry)&alwell and Pat Robertson have their opinioreuab
what is evil. Various extremists of all religionsdapolitical positions have their opinions. Eveneawvell
educated, freedom loving people have opinions awbat is evil in our world, and they don't alwaysee.

However, the one evil in the events of this pastkwhat is so clear and so visible that we caagtie it is
truly evil is the tragic loss of innocent men, wamnand children. So, let me suggest that we makeptira
starting point. Let us make that the plumb-lineAdych we judge good and evil. If we do, however,may
be unpopular. You see, it doesn't really make seHesv can it be, you might ask? How can it be umep



to hold a position that is rational, well accepaed self-evident about what constitutes evil irséheurrent
events? How can such a position be unpopular — soigiet even call it un-American?

For the answer to this dilemma | went back to dnth® great theologians of the 20th century - Reldh
Niebuhr. Between the World Wars, Niebuhr wrote akbcalled Moral Man and Immoral Society. In it he
describes why it is so difficult for nations to éhical. He talks about how the rational understagndf
political issues in a nation is so minimal thatrthare only two ways to achieve national unityatcet action.
The first is if the action is in the self-inter@dtthe dominant group that controls the governméhat's
obvious, if the people in charge want to do itythan usually make it happen. The second is iat®n is
“supported by the popular emotions and hysteriastwiom time to time run through a nation. In athe
words, a nation[‘s unity]...is held together mucbremby force and emotion than by mind.” (88) 1

These comments remind me of the story about whemtusiastic woman approached Adlai Stevenson at a
rally during his first Presidential campaign agaisenhower and said, “Governor, every thinkingspa in
America will be voting for you.”

And he replied, “Madam, that's not enough, | neeabgority.”

This is a bit humorous, but, I'm trying to laughasic point into all of this. Ethical action recesrself-
criticism, and self-criticism requires rationalrtking and a degree of self-transcendence. The @mold,
according to Niebuhr, that when nations get overarth popular emotions and patriotic hysteria, rthied
takes a back seat to emotions and it makes etmtian impossible.

It is at this time more than ever, that our nateeds us, you and me, intelligent, thinking, corajmemste
people who are dedicated to democracy and justlus.is not the time to put our critical gifts awaya
lock-box and to get swept up in popular emotioret.us help unite the country for God's sake, buththe
expense of our ethical and moral responsibilities.

Niebuhr talks about the ethical paradox of patsiati It's that patriotism has the wonderful, altigielement
of allowing people to go beyond their own self-net and identify with something larger than thelnese
Within patriotism there is a degree of living otitlee spiritual ideal of transcending one's owtrli-Bekrest
and identifying with a larger purpose. Howeveraagasion, Niebuhr explains, that the altruistic ulsp
expresses itself with “...such fervor that theicaitattitude of the individual toward the natiomdats
enterprises is almost completely destroyed. Theialifced character of this devotion is the veryibad the
nation's power and of the freedom to use that povitaiout moral restraint. Thus, the unselfishneshe
individual makes for the selfishness of nationsl}(2

This is the ethical paradox in patriotism. The dang, “the sentiment of patriotism [can achiev@joéency
in the modern soul, so unqualified, that the naisogiven carte blanche to use the power, for anpgse it
desires.” (92). 3 And the most outrageous part attosi is that the times when these sentimentsnast
strong are exactly at the times that the nati@ngaged in aggression or defense. Thereforeaitttse times
when nations are making the most consequentiasidesi about life, death and destruction, that téical
and moral critique is at its lowest.

What I find the most interesting is that on anyegiwnight over the past year | could have been forer
dinner at any one of your homes and probably athemye of anyone across America. At some point durin
the course of the evening, politics or currentiesfenight have come up for conversation. Withoutstion,
we would have discussed a range of views regattimgtate of America and the world. The past year
makes for a perfect example because we have haditigent presidents from two different partiesldhe
issues | am talking about are not specifically Réjgan or Democrat. We might have spoken positively
about how fortunate we are to have all of the foeesland opportunities and luxuries that we do have.
However, at some point we might have talked abontesof the trends in popular music, movies, video



games and TV that we suspect may be having a megsfect on children. We might have spoken of our
disappointment about some of the decisions ouelsaare making regarding the environment, the arms
trade, or any number of issues in internationaliedf Someone might have even dared to raise she that
our government keeps training and arming rebelkdighsuch as Saddam Hussein and Osama Bin Laden
who turn around and use our education not justnagéieir own people, but against the American [geop
“Why?” we might ask do we keep doing this to ourssl

It wouldn't be totally out of the ordinary for sorakthe concepts of individualism, materialism,
consumerism, the continued prevalence of racisno#met social ills to have made their way into the
conversation. But this week, there are people whdaffled at how anyone could possibly see angthin
significantly wrong with the American way of lifé's like a case of mass selective amnesia. I'vemseen
anything like it. And yet as troubling as this nidfie, it's also positive in so many ways.

At a time like this we need to pull together arahscend our differences. | am so proud of how the
American people, you and | and others, have putigdther to support one another, to donate blaodive
money and to stand behind each other. The outppofitove and help has been incredible. Incredibles
stories of heroism — great and small give me aweddaith in the human spirit. During the week lhad a
chance to talk with groups of our children abouatls going on around the country. In two of those
meetings there were children who told stories af lacchild in their class was being harassed bedhase
had an Arab heritage. And two of our children twld how they stood up for their friend and for wisat
right, decent and good.

I'll tell you what I told them, “That, is an act béroism.” We have heard about the amazing dedicati the
firefighters and rescue workers, about people aagrg woman in a wheel chair down 60 or more fgbit
stairs and other feats of great valor and bravéey, for a child to stand up to his or her teachred peers in
a classroom also takes an immense amount of coarabktold them, to me, they're heroes.

It's because of what | have seen around me frormt#gerity of my fellow countrymen and women and
children that | am more proud then ever to singsibregs that speak of the ideals of this natiom paoud to
fly my flag and wear a ribbon to show that | ansalidarity with all who suffer and mourn due to #heents
of the past week. For me it's a statement thaturmtoo — and | hold out hope for a better tomotrow

But as James Bryce has said, “Patriotism constgtefrwaving the flag, but in striving that our ety shall
be righteous as well as strong.” | want to be cedr@mong the greatest of American patriots — thedseof
the revolutionary war, the Abe Lincolns, the sufgies and the Martin Luther Kings. In my mind sine
were not people who were caught up in the sentiatignbf patriotism, or the popular hysteria andations
of their times. They are the ones who were thinkarsheir nation. The ones who risked providingisical
and ethical analysis which called this countryite Lip to a larger vision. It is the vision of auotry that
could put these words on its Statue of Liberty:vi&me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses
yearning to breathe free, the wretched refuse of teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, tempest
tossed to me. | lift my lamp beside the golden door

For me that torch sheds light on a vision we cagina up on even though we have continually faibart
of its goals of liberty, equality and inclusivitfhe best American citizen is one who does not pretee
have achieved the vision, but one who has not giyeon its incredible possibility.

Which takes me to another great line from Romansl@h“Never payback evil for evil.” And that is wh
must strongly disagree with the editors of the &g¢orld who wrote in Thursday's paper: “...thevaas
serious enough that the US will accept some amofucallateral damage — injuries or deaths of people
directly involved — in striking back. That is theoper reaction.” (Sept 13, 2001)



To which | say, please no! Don't try to assuagesodfiering by creating even more. When the Worlitioesl
speak of collateral damage — injuries or deathzeople not directly involved — they're talking abou
innocent people just like the family members whaoenklled in New York and Washington DC. The one
undisputable evil in the recent terrorists act®thie taking of innocent lives — sacred human litfese turn
around and do the same — let us not fool ourséhteghinking what we are doing is good. The prdphe
Isaiah warned: “Woe unto them that call evil god®.20)

Maybe if the elected leaders of the people of Afgsian or some other democratic country waged alpop
war against America, this would be a different semnHowever, the people of Afghanistan have been so
beaten down, starved, raped, and exploited thgtltheen't even chosen their own leaders, let dalome
leaders of the terrorist organization that feedshadir country's weakness and wounds. Bombingkaiidg
little children and their parents in Kabul would d&é&ravesty of justice.

Let us bring those responsible to account for tteads using laws and other just means — and tio¢ at
expense of our own morality. “Patriotism consists [simply] of waving the flag, but in striving thaur
country shall be righteous as well as strong.”

| ask you to join me in a moment in singing a hywinch is not a battle cry or a triumphal marcls, &'
prayer: a prayer which rightly asks: “...AmericahArica! God mend thine every flaw, confirm thy swul
self control , Thy liberty in law....Till all suces be nobleness, and every gain divine!”

Amen.
1 Niebuhr, Reinhold. Moral Man and Immoral Sociétgw York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1960.

2 Niebuhr, 91.
3 Niebuhr, 92.



